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“What Makes a Rembrandt a Rembrandt?” 

Study Guide

1.  What type of nonfiction is this article?

___________________________________________

2 What purpose did the author have for writing it?

____________________________________________  

3.  This article presents facts about what famous painting?  ______________________________________

4.  What does “a Rembrandt” mean in the title “What Makes a Rembrandt a Rembrandt?” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Night Watch is the most famous ____________________ painting of all time.

6.  One feature that made Rembrandt’s paintings remarkable was his use of sharp contrast of  

     __________________________ and __________________________.

7.  Captain Banning Cocq chose Rembrandt to paint his militia company because he wanted to 
_____________________________________________________________________________________.

8.  What is the definition of chiaroscuro? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Who are the militia in the article? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

10.  List some ways Rembrandt’s paintings were different from other paintings during that same time. 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________

11.  How did Rembrandt add realism to Night Watch? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

12.  Who is the girl holding the dead chicken, and why is she in the painting? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Why did Rembrandt include costumes of the past in Night Watch? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

14.  Why is it a mistake to name this painting Night Watch? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

