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“I Am a Native of North America” 

Study Guide

Directions:  Answer the following questions.

I.  Multiple Choice.

1.  Which of these quotations from “I Am a Native of North America” supports the central idea that 

     everyone must have love?

A. “Already many of our young people have forgotten the old ways.”

B. “Everyone likes to give as well as receive.”

C. “The Earth was his second mother.”

D. “Without it our courage fails.”

2.  What did communal living teach Chief George’s father?

A. to find privacy while living with others

B. to be quiet in noisy surroundings

C. to love others and feel at home with them

D. to make peace with fighting neighbors

3.  What are Chief George’s thoughts about the wars in America’s past?

A. He thinks they were regrettable but necessary.

B. He believes they will be the downfall of the culture.

C. He does not understand a culture that justifies them.

D. He fears their effects on Native Americans.

4.  Which quotation from “I Am a Native of North America” supports the central idea that Indian culture 

     is dying?

A. “I wish you had taken something from our culture.”

B. “You and I need the strength and joy that comes from knowing that we are loved.”

C. “And many have been shamed of their Indian ways by scorn and ridicule.”

D. “I am afraid my culture has little to offer yours.”

II.  Circle the Correct Answer.

5.  When Chief George’s father sees his son gaffing for fish he feels furious / disappointed.

6.  According to Chief George, privacy / love is harmful because it leads to jealousy / distrust.

7.  According to Chief George, white people harm the environment because they have not learned to love 

     nature / others.

8.  From his father, Chief George learns to treat nature with caution / respect.

9.  Chief George believes communal living teaches companionship / hoarding and secretiveness / love.

III.  Short Answer.

10.  Why does Chief George have trouble accepting the way he sees people living today?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

11.  What does Chief George see as a major difference between white culture and Indian culture?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

12.  What is the central idea of “I Am a Native of North America”?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

13.  What makes of “I Am a Native of North America” a narrative essay?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

