ACROSTIC POETRY

In the story Opera, Karate, and Bandits, the author chose to write about memories from his childhood spent in Vietnam.  Huhnh Quang Nhyong mostly wrote about a relative who was closest to him, his grandmother.  Sadly, Nhyong lost his grandmother, but he is able to remember her through memories and his book The Land that I Lost.
Now it is your turn to write a poem about someone who you consider to be an important figure in your life.  The poem you are going to write is an acrostic poem.  

Here is an example of an acrostic poem the author might have written about his grandmother:

Grandma

Going to the opera is her favorite past time

Ready to attack bandits who threaten her family
Always demanding respect for her karate skills

No one said life in a Vietnam hamlet was easy

Don’t underestimate her acting skills

May she rest in peace next to her beloved husband

A very strong eighty year old woman
By:  H.Q.N 

In an acrostic poem the title (topic) is printed vertically, letter-by-letter.  Each letter is used to construct a phrase or sentence, which describes the topic.  

Follow the directions on the next page to create your own Acrostic Poem.

1.  Think of someone close to you or a topic that relates to someone important to you (Hint:  Think about how the author felt about his grandmother).  Short titles work best.  Write your title on the line below.  Here are some suggested topics:

Friends

I Will Miss You

Memories 
Fun Times
Grief

Wish You Were Here

Family

Vacation 
Excitement
Loving You

Grandpa Bob
Calvin Stanley 

Sadness 
Childhood
Our Neighborhood

This will be the title of your poem.

2. Now take every letter from your title and write it vertically.  Skip a line after each word.

3. Think of a phrase or statement for each line.  Your phrase or sentence must begin with the letter your have placed on the side.  All lines should say something effective about your topic.

Ex.
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4. Type your Acrostic poem and glue it to a piece of construction paper.

5. Illustrate and/or decorate your poem.

Goodbye

Going to miss you every day

On the plane, I think of you

Over the ocean – so far away!

Don’t forget our short time together

Before too long we will meet up again

You are like a sister

End of our friendship will never come

By: Mrs. Woodhall
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